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9:10–10:40 AM GUEST SPEAKERS #1 chairs: Giulia Po DeLisle and Laura Lazzari

Claudia Brignone, director of Tempo d’attesa (2023), and Teresa De Pascale, midwife, Italy

Vicki Elson, director of Laboring Under an Illusion (1997), USA

Elaine Epstein, director of Arrest the Midwife (2025), South Africa

10:45–11:50 AM PANEL #1: Practices and Representations — India chair: Priyanka Tripathi, Indian Institute of Technology Patna, India

Sucharita Sarkar, D.T.S.S. College of Commerce, Mumbai, India—Emplacing the Placenta: Reading Postpartum Placenta Rituals in India

Neha Yadav, Jadavpur University, India—Integrating Vulnerabilities Through Customs: Examining Ritual and Body for Maternal Healing in Chhath Puja

Anisha Kumar, Georgetown University, USA—Mudhagarbha: Exploring Childbirth Practices and Reconstructing the Midwife’s Perspective in Ancient India 
Via Short Story

Raktima Bhuyan, Tezpur University, India—Representation of Dais in Bhasha Literatures: Women’s Health, Colonialism and Indigenous Practices

Manali Karmakar, Vellore Institute of Technology, Chennai, India—Vishal Furai’s Maa (2025): Representation of Traumatic Childbirth and Female Infanticide 
in Twenty-First Century Rural India

11:55 AM–12:45 PM GUEST SPEAKERS #2 chairs: Giulia Po DeLisle and Laura Lazzari

Anka Dür, architect and midwife, Switzerland

Kim Holden, architect and doula, USA

 12:45–1:45 PM LUNCH BREAK

1:45–2:50 PM PANEL #2: Practices, Environments, and Providers — Global chair: Anna Alikhani, Georgetown University, USA

Myrto Chronaki, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki and University of Thessaly, Greece—Unfinished Reform: The Struggle for Birth Centres in Greece

Ieva Bisigirskaitė, Živilė Sabonytė-Balšaitienė, and Ugnė Gudžinskaitė, Vilnius University, Lithuania—Medical Perspectives on Unconventional Birth: Risk, 
Safety, and Gatekeeping in the Lithuanian Perinatal Sector

Martina Hynan, artist, Ennis, Ireland—Cascade of Oxytocin: A Gift from the Earth

Anna De La Paz, Syracuse University, USA—Covered but Uncompensated: How Medicaid Payment Structures Shape the Doula Labor Market

Sydney West, Georgetown University, USA—All the Things We Do Not Say: Re-envisioning Caring for Limited English Proficient Patients in Obstetric Emergencies

2:55–3:50 PM PANEL #3: Representations and Environments I — Global chair: Loïc Bourdeau, Maynooth University, Ireland

Cristina Carnemolla, McGill University, Canada—Monstrous Births and the Nation: Childbirth in Federico De Roberto’s I viceré

Marisa Hollywood, The City College of New York, USA—”The Sort of Drug a Man Would Invent”: A Survey of Medicalized Birth in the Novel

Beth Widmaier Capo, Illinois College, USA—Deliver Us from Patriarchy: Midwives in Popular Historical Fiction by American Women Writers

Marine Berthiot, University of Galway, Ireland—Giving Birth as an Unwed Teenage Girl in Canada during the Baby Scoop Era

3:55–4:40 PM  PANEL #4: Representations and Environments II — Global chair: Sara Barenfeld, Stony Brook University, USA

Jess Dubie, University of Wisconsin–Madison, USA—Pain in Presence but Disappearance in Absence: A Reflection of Childbirth and Maternity in  
20th-Century Italian Immigrant Films

Anastazia Csegeny, Western University, Canada—Visualizing and Remembering Birth through Still Life Painting in Elisabeth Belliveau’s Birth Story

Megha Sirkar, West Virginia University, Morgantown, USA—Who Knows Birth? Authoritative Knowledge and Graphic Midwifery in Pregnancy and Birth:  
A Graphic Guide

4:45–4:50 PM CONCLUSION Giulia Po DeLisle and Laura Lazzari

9:00–9:10 AM  INTRODUCTION Giulia Po DeLisle and Laura Lazzari

The program
 is in ET / New York Tim

e 
Presentations 10 m

in.; discussions 15 m
in.
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